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"16 February 1970 
“MEMORANDUM FOR’ =: Director of Security \ 
: SUBJECT , eg Comments on Manuscript Give Us This Day; 
Sean , CIA and the Bay of Pigs Invasion by Edward J. 
Hamilton © 


Ll ‘This ‘manuscript has evidently been kicking around in publishing 
circles since at least mid-1968, presumably without CIA clearance. 

William Buckley of the National Review seems to have been “shopping” it 
at one point, One publisher rejected it as too "controversial", and noted . 
its. “confidential”: nature as well as its potential for libel suits. 


: = 2. In the foreword to this manuscript, the author (whom I shall 


a account" of CIA's role in the Bay of Pigs affair in which he was 
“s ‘ox CIA participant for 19 months. He notes in the foreword his hope 
that someone would have written this book so that he would not have to do 
it; now convinced that, if he does not write it, it will never be written, 
he has taken up hia pen "reluctantly and in a mood of nostalgic bitterness.’ 
Hamilton, states that he has used no official files or documents and has | 
sulted no one in preparing this work. Where true names are used in 
. manuscript for CIA personnel, he writes that they have been publicly 
“Sdentified before, and in this contention I believe that he is correct, with 
‘the: possible exception offdim' Roe iJ The author's claim that this book 
would provide no information not known to Castro's intelligence service, 
or that details this late are of no value to the opposition,is, in my view, 
seriously open to question. 


3, The book is, in general,favorable to CIA actions in the Bay of 

_ The villains of the piece are certain liberal figures in the Kennedy 
ninistration (Schlesinger, Goodwin, Stevenson) and to sorne extent, | 
Fresident himself. In his concluding chapter, the author's bitterness 
is undisguised against those in the Administration and the presa who took 
the opportunity of the ay es Pige incident to attack and denigrate CIA. 


4, Messrs... ‘Biesell. ‘and Barnes and the author's other CIA co- 
workers in the Cuban Project, by and large, are given quite favorable 
eatment. One exception is General. Cabell, whom the author excoriates, 
and it is apparent that Hamilton's opinion of Jerry Droller is far from 
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ee 3 is aecaseue that Hamilton feels waxy ae chase of 
_ Pigs and its aftermath, to the extent that he: is willing to put hie career: 
<on the Hine by circulating ‘this manuscript to several publishers without” 
pparext clearance or authorisation. : [He has utilised as his nom de pluro 
the epecial name assigned to'him in the project for @aaling with the: Cabana‘ 
€,’and it wopld aot take anyone who was involved in the’ Caban-Project 
smasy inte 6 Sow venee of reading to identify the ax : 


ee eae 


i out. : SThe mansscript itself 4s the zaost & om shassir 


Sot ae 


vritien on the Bay of Pigs, including Charles karphy's 
: F 1961 or the “insider” books that were published following the 


=e as é ‘cAgtached. A herewith is a shagler bp -chavsd aeeaes. of the - 
manuscript particularly as it affects’ CIA security. “This analysis states : 
_ what the anthor states, whether right or wrong. “Where. Thave p occasion: | 
gimtiy adden covorosats pes Action stdin om eee tee 
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ee ahs 5 ghapes opens in 1956. in Ambassador. Gardnei's Latics. ta ta Havana. ; 
here e courtesy call was. being paid on the Ambassador. by the CIA: Central.” 
Americanané Casibbean. Chiefs of Station who are holding their annual regional ‘ee 


was the “absence ef < 
Sinig,. Division: ‘Chief, ‘18: aznentioned.. Col. King remarks that: Gastro wae: 
Savily involved”. 4n the Bogotaso, : setting the stage for Hamilton's cubes 
_ S-qauest comment. © [Actually Castro played a junior role‘in the. Bogotezo, and . 
a “it wap after the Bay of Pigs that. Mz, Dalles assigned Hamilton the tak, of, 
cue ‘determinin bpp tient the s Bosemee pe: ‘Hamilton states here 


ee ters to penetrate pre-Castro groups ‘abroad (p.°10). 

<7 See March 1960 he was “having coffee with the sewly-clected president of the > 
 {p,10) [This could reveal the author's |... 

) became President. in 


alle’ to Headquarters to become’ Chief of Political pehiciy fang “3 one 
1 approved was eres to onto 1a exiles in pipiens ‘Coetra.- Te 


3 a this. ‘point the.  manuseript introduces the Project ‘Chiefs ‘a3 Jake. so . : 
fesumably Mr.’ “Esterline), who is referred to as Jake throughout (p. 12). 
also meet Droller about whom there is some “diversity in attitudes" = - | 

among CIA officers. Droller's operational name of Frank Bender is noted (p. 13), 
‘and he is referred to as Bender throughout the rest of the manuscript. {This 

-” ds not the firet time Droller has been identified. as Bender; his mame was = 

* + blown by Arthar Schlesinger in his book A Thousand Days in 1965.}. Bender's | 

7 “cover telephone arrangements in Miami and New York, which allowed him to 

answer local calls there at his Washington desk, are disclosed {p. 14). 

RS sae St en a: 
_ Chiet tof Operations or the "Glandestine Services, had not t been cut in" (pI M4). ve, 
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a mentation for hie operational alias of Edward J. Hamilton which be kept for 
. 4 duration of the Project (p. 23). Upon returning from Havana, Hamilton ~‘* 
da report and recommendations. “The first recommendation was: that 
tro: be assassinated before or ecincident with the invasion.’ Hamiltcs con- 
‘sidered this his principal recommendation, but Barnes would only tell him. = _ 
same ape ne PED AIATEOD OISE ‘36 ier a8 Hamilton. 


eral Robert Cushman, oon Assistant for Naticaal Security Affairs to ara 
as . :Mamiflton had known Cushman when the latter had had 


- Nee te the Vice Pvesiéent. “$lamilton states that Cashman advised him that © 

Nixon “as Chairman {sic} of the National Security Council, was the real 

- ‘TaSax pag bohted tha project” ani the Administratica’s focal point and trouble- 
_ashooter regarding it. The Generali gave Hamilton his private telephone - 
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- S " uroeghs 2s tn Caspant here afain mamilton's sisnste ot assy soinn "y 
ae a ~ “Hamilton being quite conservative and Bender deing a liberal, 1:0: , Hazillton —_ 

ij was pro-Mixon, Bender apparently anti-Nixan.': Hamilton gete the impression f 
fin doth ‘Chapters II and I} that conservative Cuban elements, : ach.as the. 
a ipiness 3 and professional communities, would not bd much utilised in the. 


eee: "tenva pA veditanchrethe? <epresrienchadh ran pervade ey af tha Project: 
ae "Hamilton loses control ef military hardware, ‘a decision he considers basi- 
_ -Zally wrong tu 'that It placed the parnmllitary people in charge of what the 
“ Cabane wanted secut and Siecs Wadazent Bemiiten's pelition! action 726. pe 
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some savsuual beeen to Hamilton because it was. ‘Anxposeible to 


‘Cpapter 7 (commencing at page: 45. This isa second Chapter TH and. 


‘he: Frente ta ‘Costa Rich ‘having failed, it: ae 


“atiempt todocate at 
ate set them wp in Mexico City, to which Hamilten'‘and his 


: yepaived, Hamilton's office was to: be independent 
over-was to be that of a fiction writer. .. Hamilton's use. oF an 
io basinessran in‘Mexico-samed Sam'as his principal: manager of 


‘proved rt) ‘difficult in Mexico -. 
‘This caused: 


explain - 
‘children 4 ‘he should be living sors fadend assumed name io 


»"Salehouses and the. like are ‘Wescribed. Here. the name'of 
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chapters, ‘of the general failure of 1 


‘eagiert, 0 genera ees i secued tar selivriag seppiben be ort? a 
ee ae — gotten into ‘Caba. - Mazitime operations : 
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: rs a eae of which he.» 
“aware was it asserted thet the ee a eched- 
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“a halt: Hamilton 
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: he. liy-etther soft og Communism or at least « 
‘terribly confused about the issues" (p.96). Hamilton offers his criticiem : 
of Manuel (Mancle] Ray because the latter had stayed with Castro tes long 

theme of Sthe revolution betrayed” which was find 
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is chapter relat Hamilton's touchy visit, with scake aouace: 
Ba the Frente; “Go the Guatemala training bases. Their breakiast eokversa=« 
7 - “tlons-with President ‘Ydigoras are described. -This breakfast gives the author ” 
© g chance 'to reflect back on the CIA role in the overthrow of Guatemalan _; * 

‘ = President Arbens. “He recalls the three exiled leaders of Guatemala, his 
. owe support for Dr.. ‘Cordova to head the new government, and State's veto. ua 
of Col. ‘¥digoras:as “vaguely authoritarian.“ At'a cracial moment, howeveg, -". ; 
Dr. Cordova had te undergo cancer surgery and therefore. could not be selected; | ay 
| the choice fell.oa Castillo Armas. ‘Now Ydigoras. was Piesident but was eub- 
ee ee emuch for the U.5,; 


_fevtaate, ‘Hainillton adds that this officer had been detailed to CIA forthe =. 
een cack demesne sane (G1 
os, ea unbalanced" (p. 124). — 

a » as well as the initial 
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ice, 2 panies ton ‘tells of a cvtng, with: Bissell whe said thst he wes 
onder White House pressure to. droaden the political-base ‘of the Frente. 


| Evidently former Venesuclan:President Botancourt, ‘former. ‘Coote Rican -. 
a were iasisting 


camps te appraing the state of readiness (p.1¢8). 


ee HS ok 


a “Teacy Barnes than Marin we aoe Schnringer oh te Wiis Hens, 
where the latter is working oa his famous White Payer on Cuba {p.. ASH. a ” 
Co eds Oe | oviginal point of iavasion as too “noley.“ “Avabaseador Stevenson joins the © oe ss a wo 


SS 


i and asks: Barace a riget rea cits going well, Darga anes 
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at 1: mau. states that, the. Joint Chiefs of ‘Statt snessement team ; 
twisited the Guatemalan camps and issued an enthusiastic appraiss! as to - 
“ughe: Brigade's. ‘training and battle readiness ‘p.'160), ‘The author notes °:. 


attempts by the 


“dhat this was important in the. ao of Loigteatinaney oes a 


tan footie, ‘amfton writes that nae the: icasion ‘Roniar- a 
the fact that the exiles. sxeferred to ‘him freely, : ‘and usually ~ 
n epilattoring rms {p. B62). “Hamilton ‘also adds that he learned that 
dim’ Noe ae orm “Gel. King’s crony", were becoming dnoreasing! 
‘active among non-Frente ‘Cubans in Washington and New York Ap. 68). ee 
oo {This peesemehy out across Hamilton's political action Mnes:] Ss eee 


: C8 os, the remainder of-the chapte? is-largely taken up: with diecossions ot 
; of intra-Frenté: ‘preblems, with.a note of the fact that American infilera-" . ie 
‘Hon. operations Ante. Cube had virteally consed because - theis lack te 
euccess. ve . . 3 Mh ale 
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‘pelted out that the White Hoase wanted a broader base in the Frente, a: 

how {mmportant:it waste the White House to bring Manolo Ray inte the 'p lotur 

‘nsallva potnied oot tnt tha Oxbane disliked Bay and thet » lange percemage 
indicated that Ray was sot 26 bail 
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ee 4. asaliton Say to 5 Waskingion te oaiek “Knight igenbeocaniy'® ‘Dave. oa 
_ +. Phillips) in the propaganda work. : ‘An attempt te secure Mexican coopera- - . 
_, " tlen to obtain a re-fusling stop for the Guatemalan- ‘based aircraft. a 
| +. §6°bomb ‘Cuba failed because’ ‘of the venality of a Mexican air force: officer, 
Ee - bcprmehaa Chet * meet. oe te Memtieee © sows ‘this was = 
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. 3. ‘With. eee the. ealaction ot the Sy of Pigs landing ‘sive, * age 
as Hamilton states that. assault plans were almost entirely in the hands of the 
_ <Pentagon({p. 203). “Relations with Lem a Jones! — pelations 4 firm ga 

oe ‘New. fabless mantel aati Fe 2 


_ re CIA ‘project. officer is Nowst to tie caries: Boxer, ‘Aagenip of ey 
8 naval task force that was assémbled in Puerto Rican waters. ‘Whis 50 
|. Officer was to serve as Maison between the naval fash teres: commander, 

- - CIA oo and the oT = 208). acy ; 
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Deevenscn's doubt ab the: UH as to the origins of the planes are sizfaced, 
age to Stevenson. ‘Whea Stevenson. 


- Bissell aad stated 
2. * Sete aittitas ect, enon mr ar ml, 
_) * Cabell and Bissell went to meet Rusk at State. “Adverse comments in the* 
oa War Room about Ganeral Cabell are quoted (p- 216). oe a oe 
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‘Chapter xin (commenciag. stp. 218) oe 


ace fe ‘ie enor Af roniivke 4 tis chapise and tn the conctesion of tho 
previous chapter is that the meeting with Rusk included the President, - 
_: Rostow, and Stevenson. “{Other authoritative accounts have included aly”: 
- Rusk, Cabell and Bissell; Tracy Barnes has said he also was present. '.3t 
; is believed that the President was not at the meeting but was contacted by: 
‘Rusk on the telephone at his Virginia home.’ There is no other indication, 
other than center roers that Walt Rostow was sees oe ae 
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vc This cxijeer dascribes Some of the bate probiems af the bench 
‘Three jeta from the Boxer were allowed a reconnaissance ‘ran - - 

over the beach {p. 227). : Finally the President authorised:.an hour's sir 
_ cower y econ the Boxer, bat the time was fouled Pa tome estan ‘B-26's 
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| attacks on CIA ‘by Adsalulstration officials and the press... ‘Havallton 'n 
-the President's establishment of the Taylor. 

' causes of the failure and states his conclusion that the Committes was'te.. 
_ “whitewash the Mow Frontier ‘by heaping guilt on Ga" & 238: 


Cubsa Operations was wemoved because ood tacagperuiny oats Seri 
":-Kanaedy {p. Ag. 


